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Synopsis

When Martin Luther rebelled against the Church of Rome and nailed his Ninety-five Theses to a
church door in Wittenberg he sent shock waves through the Christian World.This was the beginning
of the Protestant Reformation, which would cleave Christendom in two.But where did

LutherA¢a -4,¢s ideas come from?And what actually occurred during the Reformation?James
Aitken Wylie in his seminal work, The History of Protestantism explains the origins of this religious
revolution through to its impact across the world. Through exposing the precursors of Protestantism,
such as the Waldenses, and explaining how the Roman Catholic church had developed since the
fall of the Roman Empire, Wylie is able to explain how mid-sixteenth century Europe became a
hotbed of discussions on religion and the position of the Church of Rome.He uncovers how the
founding fathers from Luther and Hus to Calvin and Zwingli forged their churches under the
oppression of the Roman Catholic leaders, and sometimes in conflict with other Protestant
churches.Wylie uncovers how different nations reacted to the advent of Protestantism through the
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, including Switzerland, France, Scandinavia, England and the
multitude of German states in the Holy Roman Empire.Protestantism had no centralized
organization to define doctrine so across these varying regions differing churches developed. Wylie
explains their different theological positions and why such differences arose.The History of
Protestantism is essential reading for anyone interested in how this faith broke with Rome and
survived through its tumultuous first few centuries to develop into the religion that it is recognizable
as today.James Aitken Wylie was a Scottish historian of religion and Presbyterian minister. He was
a prolific writer and is most famous for his twenty-four book long The History of Protestantism, which

was first published in 1878. Wylie died before completing his History of the Scottish Nation in 1890.
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Customer Reviews

Well written and good information. My only comment is that the writer is too anti Catholic in his

words and expression. Otherwise, | had a nice time reading it.

Very well written. | love reading this. It is not dry by no means. This writer is very good and he

describes very well the events. It is not like reading a textbook. | am enjoying it very much.
A classic in the study of Reformation scholarship. More of a view on how the Reformation was
viewed at the turn of the last century, but still a good work to have on hand. This should not be used

as an accurate source of information but is of historical significance in its own right.

| find it interesting, enjoyable and formative. A must read for anyone interested in this period of

history.

Excellent historical read of the religions origin. Good History

Great history

great purchase
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